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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5





SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study


We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. 





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)








Seed For
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MOUNTAIN VIEW


Church of Christ





Elders:


Steve Huff


(404) 375-0641


Ross Statham


(770)329-5400





Evangelist:


Steve Tramell


(678) 720-8439











Steven Tramell





The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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But if we can't keep certain memories from coming back occasionally, we can at least refuse to "entertain" them hospitably. We may have to look back for practical reasons now and then, but we dare not look back longingly.


When we break with our sins, God commands us to do so cleanly and decisively. It's a strong thing that Jesus says when He teaches that we are "not fit for the kingdom of God" if, having put our hand to the plow, we "look back." We do not properly honor Him as our Lord if our choice to follow Him is not wholehearted. The commitment to say "Yes" to Him must be accompanied by an emphatic "No" to the sins that have previously separated us from Him. That definite "No" is a necessary part of repentance.


It's a dangerous thing to replay the still-enjoyable aspects of the memory of sin. Like Lot and his family who were told to leave Sodom and not look back, we need, in the case of some things, to leave them alone for the rest of our lives. We can't afford to have any fine print in our contract with God. By His grace, we've been able to close certain doors. Reopening them is . . . well, unthinkable.		


   (Word Point – Gary Henry)








     Have you heard about the latest in literature? It’s a style called “Jewish Pulp Fiction.” These books are historical novels, in which the writer weaves a fictional tale around real peoples and events in history. But in this case the authors are Jewish, and the star characters come from bible history: Cain, Noah, Sarah, Moses, David, Sampson, Esther, and many others. 


     The books are becoming quite popular with American Jews. “Authors are churning out books exploring even the most minor characters of the bible,” writes Amy Klein, religion editor for The Jewish Journal of Greater Los Angeles. The stories are of all sorts---romance, mysteries, thrillers --- and feature “love, adventure, sex, war betrayal, politics, suspense, anguish, murder and death.”


     The growing popularity of these books has raised questions about whether the authors are trying to rewrite Bible history. But some writers say they’re actually doing the opposite: they’re trying to call attention to the reality of Bible history that has been obscured in much of Jewish tradition. 


     One example is Joel Cohen, author of David & Bathsheba: Through Nathan’s Eyes, a book about David’s adultery in II Samuel 11. Cohan admits, “I don’t present in a positive light.” But then, neither does the scripture: David has an affair with another man’s wife, gets 


her pregnant, tries to cover it up, has


the man killed, then takes the woman as his own wife. Cohen complains that rabbinical commentary on the scripture has tried to defend David’s conduct. “The rabbis can’t deal with it effectively,” he says, “so they find excuses for him. 


     





 No one Else to Chose 


       I choose the two articles for today’s Messenger because they address an observation and question that came up in our Genesis class a few weeks ago, and it is worthy of further thought. After a discussion about the sin of 


some notable people in Bible history, that in spite of their sin God used them to implement the plan of salvation, the question was raised,  “You mean God used imperfect men to give us a perfect plan of salvation?” 


     The answer to the question is absolutely yes, for there was no one else to choose. After the fall of Adam all became sinners in God’s 


sight (Rom. 3:23). But, there was a distinguishing factor in the ones He chose. It was righteousness. Not of a flawless nature on their part but by faith. 


     In Hebrews chapter 11 the author upholds many of these people as examples, not of their flawlessness but as men of faith. Faith, when shown to God by their deeds was reckoned by God as righteousness.  Beginning with 


Able, it is said, “By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, through which he had witness borne to him that he was righteous, God bearing witness in respect of his gifts: and through it he being dead yet speaketh.”  (Heb 11:4)


     Dying in faith which God had accounted to them because of their works of faith assured them a share of the blessings in the plan of salvation they helped bring about. What their testimony says to us is, if we are to share in the promises of salvation it won’t be by our flawless nature but through unwavering faith in God 


shown by obedience to Him. (Rom. 4:20 – 25) I encourage you to read 


Hebrews 11, it will give you a greater 


appreciation of faith.    


		Joe Phillips





Jewish Pulp Fiction


By Jeff Himmel





In fact, Cohen is disturbed that tradition has tried to erase the flaws of many Biblical figures. I don’t put much credence in what the rabbis have done over the last 2,000 years. I say these guys like Moses are flawed – and if we don’t recognize that, we can’t learn from it.”


     I may not be a fan of Cohen’s brand of literature, but he has a point. The heroes of the Old Testament are not fictional ideals. They were real people with flaws and weaknesses, people who showed poor judgment and gave in to temptation. The Holy Spirit shows us the good, the bad and the ugly in their lives. We can learn something from that.


     First we can’t ignore the fact that great people in the Bible had failures: Noah’s drunken shame (Genesis 9), Abraham’s deceit (Genesis 20), Jacob’s parental favoritism (Genesis 37), Aaron’s weakness under pressure (Exod. 32), Moses’ unfaithfulness (Num. 20), Eli’s failure as a father (I Sam. 2), Hezekiah’s foolish pride (II Kings 20) Jonah’s stubbornness (Jonah 4) Peter’s hypocrisy (Gal 2) …the list goes on. Those who walked closely with God still could fall pray to sin and suffer its effects. The same danger faces us; “Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall.” (I Cor. 10:12)


On the brighter side, we must not forget God’s grace toward flawed people. The great men and women of the Bible were imperfect but God blessed them and used them because of their faith (see Heb. 11). He will do the same for us. Righteousness is not flawlessness; it is walking humbly and obediently before God, seeking forgiveness when we sin and strength when we are weak. (I John 1:7-9) That’s fact not fiction. 











The Danger of Looking Back 





But Jesus said to him, "No one, having put his hand to the plow, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God." (Luke 9:62)





It is by the grace of God that we have come as far as we have in the journey of life. We are not apostles and we may not have been guilty of murdering Christians as Paul was, but we can still identify with his sentiment: "I am the least of the apostles, who am not worthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God I am what I am . . ." (1 Corinthians 15:9-10). Thanks to God's patience with us, we've been given the time we needed to learn and to grow and to improve. Some things, we're now glad to say, are in the past.


We need to exercise a degree of caution in the way we think about our past. We wouldn't have done the things we used to do if they hadn't been attractive to us, and we need not think that they couldn't become attractive again if we gave them the opportunity. We may have grown stronger, but we're not yet invincible.


It would be impossible to forget completely the sins of our past. In fact, it wouldn't be good to forget them; we need the memory of those things to keep us humble. 		Cont. on Page 3





FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you. Please let us know how we can help you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. _______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers








_ Rick Hulsey in his battle with cancer.


Nancy Wood; Jack and Joyce Green  


Tyra Jones; George Wilcox’s uncle and 


family; Michael Burke’s grandmother


Melinda Hampson’s mother recovering 


From cancer surgery and her father is 


recovering from heart surgery also;


Mrs. Alice Frasier suffering from mini 


strokes;  Debbie Adams mother had 


additional surgery; Pam Gay’s mother is 


recovering from surgery;  Rhetta Roy’s 


father- in -Law recovering from surgery


George Wilcox uncle has cancer; 


Janna Adams’ grandmother; Pam Gay, 


traveling to be with her mother; 


 Expecting mothers, Jenna Adams; 


_______________________________________





The Mountain View Church of Christ


615 Canton Rd.


Cumming, GA 30040


Learn more @ � HYPERLINK "http://www.justchristians.net" ��www.justchristians.net�
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MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Zachary Adams


 Song Leader----Drew Bowman


Lord's Supper---Don Gilbert


   Asst. 1-----Joey Jackson 


   Asst. 2-----Wallis Hampson


   Asst. 3-----Cecil Douthitt


   Asst. 4-----George Wilcox


   Asst. 5-----Roger Pink 


2nd Prayer---Lloyd Jackson


Read Scripture---David Martin 


Sermon-------Steven Tramell


Announcements—Perry Betterton


Closing Prayer---Brad Bowman 


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---Steven Tramell


Song Leader---Michael Burke


2nd Prayer---Whit Hays 


Read Scripture---Joey Jackson


Sermon-----Carl Wisecaver


Lord's Supper---Don Gilbert


Announcements—Perry Betterton


Closing Prayer---Chris Jackson


Wednesday PM Services


Song leader---Joe Phillips


 Invitation---Zachary Adams


 Closing Prayer---James Adams





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Michael Burke 770-889-8747


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














